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From the Jungle to the Jungle Gy m É  
 

RECESS MONKEY  
HITS THE 

 ÔTABBY ROAD Õ 
 

NEW CD TO BE RELEASED JULY 15 
 

ÒThe environmental message is clear, but hardly heavy -handed. The band is too busy 
making bee puns and referencing the Beatles, the Byrds, and the Be ach Boys.Ó 

Ð Christian Science Monitor  
 

 ÒThis Seattle trio knows how to get kids excited É catchy hooks abound, as do sing -
along choruses and goofy humor.Ó Ð COOKIE magazine  

 
ÒThe kiddies are all right with these indie rockers!Ó Ð Seattle Post -Intelligenc er 

 
ÒThe Best Pop-Rock Musical Since ÔTommy.Õ É Definitely recommended.Ó  

ÐStefan Shepherd, Zooglobble  
 

SEATTLE, WA (June 15) Ð On the heels of their highly acclaimed, groundbreaking double CD, 
ÔWonderstuff,Õ independent childrenÕs recording group Recess Monkey has set a July 15 release 
for their fourth studio CD, ÔTabby RoadÕ (Monkey Mama, $15.00).  The album includes material 
from Recess Monkey’s ÒTabby Road Recording SessionsÓ at which kids in the audience were 
recorded singing live, during two 2008 Seattle shows. 

The three members of Recess Monkey are teachers who met while working at the same Seattle 
school. The trioÕs genuine enthusiasm for a grad school project morphed into their 2005 debut 
release ÔWelcome to Recess Monkey Town.Õ This was followed by another popular (and 
zoologically correct) hit, ÔAminal House.Õ  The teachers (Jack Forman, Daron Henry, and Drew 
Holloway) made history with their next release, ÔWonderstuff,Õ the first double CD childrenÕs 
album produced from material generated at a kidsÕ summer camp workshop. Likewise, ‘Tabby 
RoadÕ was inspired by real life childrenÕs experiences. You canÕt be a great kindergarten or 
elementary school teacher without tuning your ears and focusing your eyes to the world of 
youthful exploration. Recess Monkey wrote and recorded ÔTabby RoadÕ while reflecting on this 
world during weekends and vacations from teaching.  

In true Recess Monkey spirit, the songs on ÔTabby RoadÕ are celebrations of the sometimes 
wacky and always wonderfully fresh kindergarten/elementary Òtake on life.Ó A conversation about 
loose teeth on the way to an ice-skating field trip led to the song "Dr. Wiggle." The celebrated 
occasion of an entire class sitting in a circle, cupcakes in hand, awaiting the birthday celebrant's 
first bite, led to the albumÕs opening song "Birthday Bite." And only a brain of extreme youth could 
make the connection between a staple of elementary music classes, ÒMamma DonÕt Allow,Ó and 
the hilarious ÒMummyÓ (SheÕs all wrapped up and we got things to do.)  

Loaded with zany brainy creativity and joie de vivre, ÔTabby RoadÕ is, musically, quite 
sophisticated. Recess Monkey’s eclectic taste is evident on every track, and the group really 
shines when it comes to creating a fitting monument to musical heroes of the 60Õs and early 70Õs.  
As is the case with all of Recess Monkey's growing catalog, ÔTabby RoadÕ pays homage to 
many of the band's musical inspirations, from the Beatles to John Vanderslice (who, once again, 
is specifically mentioned- this makes three albums in a row!) ÔTabby RoadÕ veers from rockabilly 
to sweetness to something resembling a hoedown. Tracks 9 through 16 of the album are a 
monster medley a la ÔAbbey Road.Õ And in the end...  



 

 

 
According to kidsÕ music authority Stefan Shepherd (Zooglobble, NPR), the 2007 release, 
ÔWonderstuff,Õ (a pioneering two-CD set written and performed by Recess Monkey and over 100 
creative young music- and animal-loving friends), is Òthe best pop-rock musical since 
‘Tommy’Ó and Òthe year’s most ambitious kids’ music album.Ó  NPR included ÔWonderstuffÕ in 
its list of 10 Best Kids’ Albums for 2007. ÔWonderstuffÕ was also a winner in the 2007 Fids & 
Kamily Awards, modeled after the Village VoiceÕs Pazz & Jop Poll.  According to Fids & Kamily, 
ÒRecess Monkey's Wonderstuff follows their brilliant Aminal House with a 2-CD conceptual mix of 
story and songs that could be the band's ÔWhite Album.ÕÓ ParentMap wrote, ÒThe perennial 
Seattle favorites (three elementary school teachers) rock like the laid-back Beatles lovers they 
are. This new double-CD set follows the story of a Ôwonderbee,Õ a rat and a turtle as it weaves 
between musical tracks. Playful, silly and very, very fun.Ó  Declared the Christian Science Monitor, 
ÒThe gloriously goofy narration is delivered with a British accent as fruity as plum jam, and the 
pop culture references cover everything from ÔHamletÕ to ÔScooby-Doo.ÕÓ 
 
School Library Journal wrote of Recess Monkey’s 2006 release, ÔAminal HouseÕ (not a typo),  
ÒWith fantastic vocals and instrumentation, Recess Monkey often sounds like a 60's band similar 
to Herman's Hermits É The lyrics tell fantastic stories that are fun and educational. This must -
have album will be circulated again and again.Ó  Wrote ChildrenÕs Music That Rocks, ÒIncredibly 
hooky chord changes and sophisticated arrangements elevate this CD far above yer average 
kids' album; and the spacious, in-the-same-room production is extremely well done. It's hard to 
believe this is an independent release! and a kids' album, at that! by three silly teachers! Lots of 
goofiness, lots of awesome songs, lots of fun. Recess time!Ó 
 
As Recess Monkey prepares for a coast-to-coast summer tour (theyÕre hitting the "Tabby 
Road!"), ÔTabby RoadÕ will be a calling card for the dynamic trioÕs one-of-a-kind, kid-driven music.   
 
ÔTabby RoadÕ will be available for purchase and further exploration at recessmonkeytown.com, 
amazon.com, cdbaby.com, pokeypup.com, theAVCafe.com, bigkids.com, and The Land of Nod.  
 
 

# # # # # 
 
ÔTABBY ROADÕ SONG LIST:   
Birthday Bite, Pedal Power, S-L-Double E-P-Over, The Sandbox Song, Kitty Sister, Dr. Wiggle, 
KC in the Clouds, Under My Bed, Green Monster, My YetiÕs So Cool, Robin the Sugar Goblin, 
Messy Nessy, Boogie Monster, Mummy DonÕt Allow, Little Dragon, Monster Truck, Wolfman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information about RECESS MONKEY or to schedule an interview, please contact 
Elizabeth Waldman Frazier at Waldmania! 415.334.2787 or waldmania@comcast.net.  

Check out the Recess Monkey website at www.recessmonkeytown.com. 
 
 


